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INVESTIGATION OF YAIMAN SHOOTING ;
DISSOLUTION OF TURKISH NATIONALIST SOCTETY

[éomment: The 1investigation of the attempted assassination
of Ahmet Emin Yalman, editor in chief of the Istanbul daily news-
paper Vatan, in Malatya on 22 November 1952 quickly spread beyond
the shooting stage itself 1into the realm of religious reactionism in
general and culminated in the dissolution of the Turkish Nationalists
Soctety on 22 January 1953. Details of the investigation up to 17 De-
cember 1952 were covered

Ihe foilowing report, based on information extracted from the Turk-
ish press for the period 18 December 1952 - § February 1953, touches on
further developments of the investigation, various matters related to
reactionism, and the closing of the Turkish Nationalists Society.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sourcea;7

Investigation

Cumburiyet reported on 18 Decembgr that the Directorate General of Security had
secretly sent an agent to Malatym to aid in the investigation of the Yalman affair.
The paper said that Celal Dinc, the Malatya public prosecutor, and his assistants
were presently engaged in studying seized documents, among them a written c-~ntract
drafted ir the home of Fevzi Oner, a tailor , and signed by members of the reactionary
network. The contract was described as an oath to kill Yalman.(1) The same paper
reported on 23 December that police were investigating a 1,000-1lira draft made out
to & Rustem Yucel and signed by the head of the Iranian Fedaiyan-i-Islam. The paper
commented that it was believed that this organization and the BIC (Buyuk Dogu Cemi~
yeti, Great East Soclety) represented each other in their respective countries and
maintained a continuous correspondence.(2) On 19 December, Cumhuriyet stated that
the letter was addressed to the Malatynm chairman of the Islamic Democrat Party(3),
while Ulus of the same date had mentioned & letter signed by Kashani.(4) Other
l.tters from foreign ~muntries, according to Cumhuriyet, mentioned names of religious
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societies and organizations in Iran, Pakistan, Syria, and Irag.{3) And on 25 De- E
cember, Vatan reported that the network was believed to have been in touch with an .
unnaned Communist so- iety in Syria.{5) On 19 December, Ulus declared that authorities o

vere trying to determ:ine whether tLhe Communists had a hand in the Yalman affair, &

since some of the seized letters were writien by persons known to have Communist

1nclinations. (4)

Mehmet Fvci, Yasin Tekayak. and one other person were brought to Malatya from
Elazig and ordered arrested by the ~ourt, azcording to Ulus of 18 December(6) 3
while Yen1 Szbuh reported on 23 Derember that on the previous day, Mclwret Kose, a
hafiz Jscmeoe who has memor: zed the Koran/, and Mustafa Bayindir, & tailor, had
beer: arrested in Elazig, and Mehwer Yi1idiz Kisoglu, a hafiz, in Bursa.(7) _Zgou:ce
3 lists those arrzsted in Elszig on 15 December as Mehmet Susman, Kadri Evci, and
Yasin and Mustafa Bayindir / On 27 December, an reported that Hamza Taskiran and
Vahay Ates, botn m r< of the BIX  haqdl besn arrested in Malatya 3 days tefore and
said that they, tomethsr with four others, nad met twice a week to advance the
interesus of thne WT ang -c destroy freemazonry.{8) On 19 December, Ulus reported
the arrest of a swvdent said ra o2 4 member of the Nurcular Cemiyeti (Society of the
Receivers of Divar. Light) | A name which had come up earlier in the investigation,
o the same arvics.s, Uins 1dentified the leader of the reac tlonary natwerk as Musa
Cagil Dilter: . SETUINUS Yeptris hac referred to him only as bMusa Cagx}/“(h) On
6] January, }{g_:_::_i} roposted the arrest 1n Maras of Mustatfa Ramazanogiu, a mediecal
student/O), and o tpe roliowing dsy, tne sane paper reporied that Malatys police
had arrezcted Serif Gene ., an nrfcial of the Malatya Sumer Bank factory and a member
of the Malatya branch of the THS tTurkiye Miltiyetciler Dernegi, Turkish Nationalists
Society) 10}

Bursa phase of the investigation, Vatan reported on
arrested Scerafettin Baykura [or Baycurn{11)/ and
25x1 Ahmet Ol_:ur, both members of B and THS. (‘9) L/-Daykmrn. had previously been

FEPOYLCd arrvested Sor threst N s Burse newspaperman. |
The follewong < GHING WGPy rorted the arrest TN Bursa ol MUSiala Durukan,
also charped with Being aplicated o Talman atfair (10) Frevsously. on 31 De-
cember, Vatan reviealed st Bures police had searched the homes of 39 pecple who
had s1ned Jire of syapathy vhich was sens wo Hlecip Fazil Kisakurek /the I'sunder
and presudent of BIX, whoso name has Yigured prominently in the mvest.lg,a‘&,log-] after
he had cutered a1l in connectian with cenviction of a violation of the Press Law
Also seaz-ned An connection vith The Y i alfair, added the paper, were the home
in Mustwtakemaipasz of the leeal Firance Ministry representative and the Orhangazi
nowme of 5 Bulperisn mmigrant. {12) Tne same paper reported on $ January that Bursa
Policn hul gues:, i 40 o, ALl meabers of the BDD or 1MS, 1n connec tion with
a tnraatening ot Wi per Thé paper caid »1) but two had
SIS ' S SRREE: iniended Lo question every BIC momber who
Enow Bew Lo our in Arabic script/.(13)

In ceunectron with the
6 January shat police there

' ~,

pnvetlagat Lon, the names or various reactionary
| A new one waz reported on
o0 tne Yalman affair, mentioned Uyenik
riz) (14} On 25 December, the sume aper
that the govermor':
trict, of 4 nocievy knowen roleor Cemd-
aveut O porsons, end rihint an investigation
AloP fowever, the paper quoted the public
vwOhoBn organication, bul awdied thet it was
Tredowath the Moslem Brothers .p Ipran _[-probably
moin lran or the Moslem Brotvherhood in Egypt, both
ared haring the Yalman affoar wwvestigation/.(15)  Gn
veporied that suthori<ies had stated emphatically that there
Lol w Wiriimrdealer Comiveti [Scciety of the Forty Brothers)
1)
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On 24 January ., Vatan published an Ankara dispatch announcing the arrests, on
charges of being 1mplicated in the attempted Yalman assassination of Kisakurek. of
Osman Yuksel, a TNS member snd owner of the Ankara monthly periodical Serdengecti, .
and Cevat Rifat At1lhan, founder and president of the now-banned Islamic Democrat
Party. Mustafa Bagislayici, omer of the Samsun newspaper Buyuk Cihad, and Mustafa
Cemil Dag would be arrested in Istanbul ~the paper added.(17) In an article the
following day, Vatan quotezd Atilhan as saying that he did not know why ne had been
arrested, that he had no connection whataver with the Yalmen affair, and that he
considered Kisakurek a frightening and harmful man.{18) According to Vatan of
27 January, At:lhan. Yuksel, Bagislayici. and Kisakurek, all of whom had been sent
to Malatys, would be charged with having praized crime and, contrary to the princi-
ple of laicism, advzcated changing the stats’s baslc political and social order to ARSI
conform to religious prin:iples and beirefs (i8) On 30 January, Cumhuriyet reported e
that Yuksel s lawyers wonld be Arif Emre, Bek.r Berk, Abdurrahman Seref lac, and
Ismet Tumturis [;11 but Emre have been prominently associated with the ’I’N§7,(?,O)
had announced as early as 2% December that the trial of everyone involved in
falman affalr would be held not in Mzlatya but in a major city, most probadbly
Ankara {1bL)

. ’;"‘

0 >

On 8 January, Vatan reported that Yaliman had rveceived a letter postmarked Bursa
and signed by Karagomlekl:ler Cemiveti ‘Black Shirts Society), declaring that he had
been lucky 1n Malatys but that he must die and charging him with cooperating with
Premier Menderss and President Bayar to deliver Turkey into *he hands of the Us.{21)
On L January, Vatan reported i receipt oU 2 osinilar letter. this one written in
Arabic stript, by ihe Bursa newspaper Gece Postasi. According to the paper, the
writer voired regret over the fallurz of the strenpted assassination in Malatya but
said e himselr would kill Yalmsn, as wel) as Menderes and Beyar (22) A third such
letter. sigurd "Black Shirt." vas reeeived by the [zmit newspaper Bizim Sehir, ac-
cording t» Vatan of 27 January The papor szid that Abdurrahman Bezci, president of
the Kocawl: BIX and s member of the TNS. nad been summoned for questioning by the
pPoiice LUt that he had refi 1 12 talk with newsmen (23) Tn 1ts 18 January issue,
Vatan said thot Iztanbul police woere cecking on paper flags bearing a star and
€rosi@nt on a green background, wnich wore being sent from Istanbul to Anatolia,
and that the volice confiscated mors than a sackful. The paper added thet the
pPolice were Lrying to jocate the press on whish tney had been printed (2h) on
31 January, the same maper Frintza A short Manisa dispatch to the effect that thou-
sands of Tercl1onary STatements wers being went to Alasehir.(25)

O 2% December ., said that > Malatya public prosccutor was considering
branging Llegzi p g Ageinst bBediuszaman Sard: Nursi in connection with an
articie he weote n Demokrat Has puiblished in Eskisehir by supporters
Sf the DP fDemocrat Party) jfor n o lurs
e oin Sa

25X1 The %Y mendoioned that

endl

O 8

article publ 1dured Lo be contrary to the princi-
ple or latg L hus lawyer, Abdurrahman Seref Lac,
HEGER DIESS o0 i therefore unabvle Lo go te Samsun for the
riat 4SOy the sanme Dlistied an account of & mecting which one
Off 1tg venorne e, 1o L of Hurs: s, nad minaged to hold with
him at iy neme s Acrording T Votan, Nursi, whose name has been men-

T
S

. vy 15 83 years old, and during World War
prizoner 1 Russia Sow: years age, according to the
paper, i sles1-Nur fThe Gurde to Divine Light), whicn was once
banned bat 1z now soLd Creciy, his followers, who use the bodk for inspiration and
hente are calied murealar reae of dwvine lightl. are estimated to number be-
tween 20,000 and | T,othe pa “nrd llurs: was quéted by the Vatan reporter
A5 saying T MEer hen the stom bomdb and wne which will
destroy Con s, having beon transiated inte mauy Janguages, 1nciuding Arabdic,
English, Gormen, and Japuneose According L5 the reporter's account, Nursi also
claimed 1o have 000,000 foilawrs vhe, he iz quoted A5 saying. must unite to fight

tioned o comnsction
!, he g yeonre
o @ beck, Ky

Communisin and Sroems: 126) Severa) dayve laver., Vatan announced that the police
hed begun an :ovestigation of the nureular (19)
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in ceanection with 1Ts daily reports on the Yalman incident and reactionism in m
general, Vatan on 22 Jenuary published an account concerning Eskisehiir, where, the
Paper sald, the newspapers Mucadele, Sakarya, and Demokrat Porsuk were conducting ST
a campaign against parsons trying to make that city a center of unrest and reection. ,f’,{,
Aceording to Vatan. tne Eskisehir periodical. Yesil Nur, defends Ustaoglu / see : ]
25X1 ~ ]and curses Yaiman snd all reformists. The owner, ac-

cording o Vataa. 15 Nurl Akyar, 30, who came to Turkey with hic father from the
Crinea in 1930: he_is currently president of the Eskisehir branch of the Green
Crescent Society ﬁl*‘ Turkish tempersuce soczetx7 and in 1950 joined the Nation
Party. though he bas now withdrawn from 1%, the paper said. According to Vatan,
the pericdical, which has a cireulation of 5,000 1n Anatolia and abroad. is be-
lieved to be supported by merchants i1n Iror Curtaln countries. The paper also men-
tioned that Akyar 15 nCc¥ 1UPOTTing 4 new DPress Vatan also stated that Akyar;
Cemal Oguz Ocal, a regular contributor to Yesili IIur. and their colleagues are all
believed %o be members of the TS, The paper 1dentified Ocal as the head teacher
at the Dumlupinar primary schocl znd caid he alsc contributed antireform e1ticles
L0 1'.‘evn:.:>_l_'_:c11,__&3.13_18n Acccrding to ng_z_.g among cther things, Demokrat Hamle pubd-
Lished poems ty Ocal which prazsed Tevfik Ileri. Minister of Lducatio on, N and cursed
Yalman and Iaonu /-ormnr pres:dent. of Turkey. and head of the PRP7 (23)

Relsted Affairs

As reported by Vatan on 25 December, Premier Menderes, in a talk with newspaper
editors, stated cmphaticelly that the DP will never tolerste rveaction and said the
party had sent a circular to a2ll party units, condemning speakers who at DP congres-
ses had defended reactionary :institutions such a5 polygamy,., discrimination between
males and females in matters of .qh@r'mnvo. and proposed re‘nstitutlnm of Arabic
script and the recreation of medrasans LMoqln-m theological s(‘hool‘-/ and tekkes
Zﬁervxsh convents 7 Tne paper alsc quoted Menderes as saying that these ideas were
contrary to tne DP program and reguiations which forbid the acceptance ot ideas con-
trary to Turkish reforms. end that heocetortn, at party congresses, the presiding
officers shall not mccept any resclution advancing reactionary ideas nor permit
delegates to speak in favor of such :deas (5)  However, on 29 January, the same
newspaper reported that at the Maras DF cengress, delegates had called for changes
in the marriage ané divorse lawes, the requiring of court saths to be taken with
the hand on the Koran, the firing of women government employces, and the enac tment
of a law to prevent the 1asulting of relipgion. Scme delegates, added Vatan, crati-
ci1zed tne arrest of those igvoived 1n the Yalmen ine ident. Acoordlng to the parer,
the publia prosecutlor has instituted legal vrocsedings against them.{27) Previously.
on 23 December, Vatan had reportea that Rifmt Sivisoglu, Demozrat deputy fer Zonguldak,
had offered a bill te repeal the law wnich fsrbrds the wearing of religious gsrb,
but thet the Internal AfTairs Comm:ttes had rejected it on the grounds that it was
contrary (¢ the Hat Law and the princ:ples of reform. (28)

[ RS

Commenting on Laicism Week, sponsored in Istanbul by the Turk Devrim Ocaklari
25X (Turkish Revoiutionary Hearths) [ | Vatan rerorted on 23 December
that members of the TNS had atvtempted =0 disrupt the opening meeting. Vat,an guoted
Ahnet Cavasr, prezident of the Istanbul branch of the TNS, as saying "laicism hes
magitented 3taeli as au <aemv_of Inlam for 27 ycars How can it be said that we
have iaicism when we [movmns/ ere not permitted Lo choose our own religious leaders,
ag do the Armenians, Greeks, =tof" (235

Dissoiution of Naticnaiists Society

Fram the beginning of the investigation of the Yalmar, affair, the name of INS

has been prominently menticned, and most of the perscns arrested sllegedly are mem-
p
bers of that organization. On 23 January, Varan announced that the Ankara public
prosecutor had sccured n court ordar for the imacdiate closing of ali TNS branches
1n Turkey and thiat Le was bringing legal action vo abolish the society nn the zrounds
that 1t violat:d e Law on S inties, since 1L pursued religious and raciel aims.
8
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The paper added that all reactionary religious publications were also to be stud-
ied.(26) The foilowing day, Vatan guoted Cemil Bengu. the Ankara publiic prosecutor,
85 saying that his office had begun an mvestigation of the TNS as the result of
recent 1ncidents and publications, and that since it had been determined that the
organization, contrary to law, had pursued religious and racial aims, it had been
decided to bun the TNS and to s=1ze 1ts Property. According to the paper, Bengu
also said thai the decision had beza rarried out simuitaneously in 33 provinces
and 40 districts. Bengu indicated, continued Vatan, that his office wonld request
the Grand National Assembly to 1194 the legislative immunity of Sait Bilgic, Demo-
crat deputy for Isparta and TNS president. and Tahsin Tola, Democrat deputy for
Teparta and member of the TNS generai adminisirative committee.(17) This request
was formally msde on L Pebruary. according to Vaztan of 5 February.(29)

y:w:."i’"

N
B
e

| SN

The wext of the ied by Bengn in the suit to cbtain legal dissolution
of the TNS was pubia . ¢r on 5 February. 'The prosecution of five of the
cociety s founders was . X Abdullah Ssvasci, an accountant in the Directorate
enerol of Vakils ﬁ-‘: oLl Hecat! Torun, an Interior Minmistiry ecwmployee:
Hur: Turumtay, a4 technician ru The Ankara Telephone Directorate; Sureyya Bilzic, &
law ztudent; and Alj Uyaur, sn assistant branch chief in the Education Ministry's
Directorate Gensrat of Primsry Bducation.!30) Vavan reported on ! February that
1ndictaents wers being provared nSaInsL 25 per s—,__(?,l)

The: ~lozing of rthe TNS, s on 2k January, wac generally well re-

ceived, and other moves spgains were expected.  When Bilgic was asked to
COmAEnT, the paper continucd, e refwsed and sald he would await the court’s decd -

fon, adding that he wes filing suit to have the court ruje Bengu ‘s action illegal .(17)
The papor repestod on 1 Fobruary that ohoy o requast had been refused.(31) The 24 Jaou-
ary 1acue af Valan alons quoted Remoy Opue Arik, deputy for Seyhan and former honor-

8Yy procideat ui NS, as PAPTRSSING surprise &t the closing of the TNS: " In 1950,

the Democrat ! regalations, today, the soclety 1s closed
because of

i1 owas rumored in poiitical c¢ircles that
sotolinary Court, and referred to Premier
wary in winich he mentinoned recent manifesta-
Teocxivems pationalism, and religionsness, invited sup-
0 DP ronee, and deeclared that the THS had or was about
potytieal crg tratien.  Vatan commented tnat DP regula-
Dors Naving ALy Jonnsction with ancther political group
{ n Burgak, a member o the DP genersl adman-

atout o decision to expel Bilgic, as
sa¥ing that in such an event, he would defond
‘ported on 1 February that at e meeting ot
1o nne 12 members had vou:d for the ev-
oy Abdulian Ayleutiz, the court president,
BoTa e Ac-oarding te brie! biographies pub-

s old, # lawver, and married. BRefore his

DP in Sarakarasgac District. Tola is
Semrrkent. (33} Vatan stazed on
otner DP deputies who supported resc-
rarty and mentionad specifically Ai
urraliman Fahri Agaoglu (Konya).(18)

On 20 Sanuary, Var
Bileic would bo brought o

Gizian

Hendeye Lo apesch 2
rions in

vortoe

Irdeme O

ticnn forbid e
Thee paper -
LSUYATIYE COmumt T,
d:cl Balyre himsel”,
hus DY Hewerthe

1rmas
cntodolter

gl
25 Jannary
tionary ~c
Frhry lser

11 Talebe Foderasyonu, Turkish

A crroatay pablc ched by

Hetiona! Student Federation) was tst-d by Vatan on 9 January., The circular
charged that Tevitk Tiori, Minister of Blucation, had been Z1iving the THNS aid and
.

caenuragenent and c el five instances an prond
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i Bami Yavrucuk, Nz e T ame ident of the Ankara branch of the TNS, 15 em-
ployed in tha Ministry:s private sec re Ariat, even though he is a ctudent at the Law
Faculty.

2. Al Uygur, a mimstry inspector and vice-president of TNS used official
inspection trips arsund Turkey to inspser TNS branches Ministry officrals knew of
this but %ook ne acrtion

3. Uygur told mesbers af the TMTF sdmin:strative comittes that they shouid

ign from the federat:on becauss it was beinz 1nvestigated by the manistry.

» iira Irom a fund designed to aid

b In 2990, the ministry gsve thoe TS 2,
yeuth orpanizetions and professional groups.

5. Al1 Rifat Frgecs recignsi as cirsstor of the Malatys Lycee because of un-
JUST ircatment by the miaistry afier he nad disciplined Huzeyin Uzmez. a member of
TNS /and the man whn actualiy shet Teiman/ 3L

On 18 ianvary, the Paprr yeported that Birgic had neld a press coanference the
previous day at whith he had refuted MR “harges and made sems of hie own: "The
THS 1s A cultupa? Prgaviiation and hat ne need of material aia frem Ileri or Bayar
It anyone nas nelped ui, we a; ARdY L0 rETurn such asd Lecavie of our tdeals, We
are ready % oasccount for ewr - ‘ usc the country's probleme with re-
presentatives of rhe TMIFR Gefnre a ¢ =
nationalicm, ar we do aon fori thae
tdeas on 1the oubjert - TMTE pembe y

™

ammy to G

e of persons wno have written on Turkish

2]

pors of the Tederalion haue any worthwhiile
hnve made tyips to toreign countries with aid
travel, food, and ihaging mxprracs paad Ly otnoers, the authoritics have documents

) prove ] o For exanple, an Tralsan youtty, Frinoli, provided 4,500 000 pounds
Steriing snic/ to (over o rapote Tigly oap 10992 ¢ According to Vatan, Bilgic, when
asked aboul bic vicwe “31d thet he had aever met him oand thar the TNS
had no interc:t ir bam, printang our tagt rne TS honored Ataturk and supported
completely the prewciple of 1ag. 1 1a the Constifution. Eilzic alco
statod, added Va An. thet the ™5 n no Wiy agr with the views of Kisakurek and

was o in fact muttaing rid oof i

PRSI N !

“ho bad cucceeded 10 Jeining the IS, (24)

statement repsrted o !31‘25‘ an
wer: simply an attempt to hide
and to confuse pudblic opinien
demiad et any trip had been
nad besa indulged in by some

reply Leothe federatson s

Biigir s CRGroe war o anae
21 TJaruary . The TMTE

the Yrue far:

Janwary, viiftad Prosident Bayar

3 These charge:
president, according

aed vhat Ller! had
slthough he had refuszed 1o
rned, addea the
Tavrucun THS

Ler and direcrar o Forminlstury s
PO Ty 3 be

"Charer v
eeparted that

S THS 1)

nintsvry
menmhe s,
Lravea Lee
been Ty
been o
and vwai

had not
oo the jab
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ri, according to Vatan of 20 January, claimed that the charges against him
Part or a plot{32Y; snd on 2L January, according to the same paper of that

National Assembly that he was about to resign.(17) The
quoted Remz? Oguz Arik [f.:ee abovg7 as saying that Ileri
but rather the BDC (32)

SOURCES

Tstanbul Cumnurivet, 18 Der 52

o

ibid . 23 Dar 5

n

Io1d . 19 Der 5
Ankara . Ulus, 19 Dec 52
Tstanbul . Vatan, 25 Dec 52
Ulus, 18 Dec 52

Tstanbul. Yen! Sabah, 23 Dec 52
Vatan, 27 Dsr 52

Toid , & Jun 53

Tvid., 7 Jan %3

Ulus, 4 Der 52

Vatan, 31 Dec¢ 52
Toid., $ Fan 53

oid.. 2 Do 52

hz

eid., 26 Dec

Cuthuriyet, ©7 Dec 52

Veatan, 2L Jan 53
Inid | 2% Jan 43
Tbid., 27 Jan §
Cumhuriye s, 30 Jua 53
Vatar, 8 1an 53
Ibid , & Jan 93
Iowd , 2% Jan 53
Thid., 18 Jan 93
ivie ., 31 Jan S3
Teid., 23 1sn 53
7.

RESTRICTED

Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220040-8




N Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220040-8

25X1

27. Ibid., 29 Jan 53
28. Ibid., 23 Der 52
29. 1Ibid., 5 Feb 53
30. Ankara, Zafer, 5 Feb 53
31. Vatan. 1 Feb 53

32. Tbid., 20 Jan 53

33- Cumhuriyet, 1 Feb 53
3k. Vatan, 9 Jan 53

35 Tbid., 2L Jan 53

-END -

a .

RESTRICTEDR

Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220040-8




